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PurposePurpose

� To provide information on NIH and NIAID 
research funding opportunities

� To assist researchers and administrators in  
understanding the grants application and 
submission process 

� To provide information on peer review and 
investigator resources



NIH OverviewNIH Overview



• The primary U.S. Federal agency for conducting 
and supporting medical research. 

• Supports biomedical and behavioral research for 
the public good.



NIH Consists of 27 Institutes and CentersNIH Consists of 27 Institutes and Centers

=  Extramural only
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About NIAIDAbout NIAID

�Mission: “To conduct and support 
research that strives to understand, treat, 
and ultimately prevent the multitude of 
infectious, immunologic, and allergic 
diseases that endanger the lives of millions 
of people nationally and globally.”

�NIAID is the lead institute for infectious 
diseases and immunology research 

� FY 2009 budget $4.7 billion



NIAID Research PrioritiesNIAID Research Priorities

To Develop:
� An effective AIDS vaccine
� Technologies and medical countermeasures 

against Category A-C agents and emerging 
infectious diseases

� New medical counter measures for influenza
� Medical interventions using immune tolerance 

strategies
� Better capacity in developing countries to support 

clinical trials of vaccines and therapeutics for 
AIDS, malaria, TB, and other important global 
diseases



Funding ResearchFunding Research



Internet: Funding Opportunities Resource Internet: Funding Opportunities Resource 

� Timely information and updates

� Includes current and relevant information

� Funding opportunities Announcements (FOA) 
for grants and contracts

� Funding policies, other subjects of interest to 
applicants 



Two Major NIH Categories of Research Funding Two Major NIH Categories of Research Funding 
� Investigator Initiated Research

� Unsolicited 

� Investigator capitalizes on own strengths, ideas, expertise

� Apply for program announcements (PA) 
� Research Project Grants (R01)

� Small Grants (R03)

� NIH Exploratory Research (R21)

� PA’s may be trans-NIH or institute-specific

� Solicited Research 
� Institute puts out a call for research 

� May be seeking grant applications (RFA)

� May be seeking contracts (RFP, BAA)



NIH Award MechanismsNIH Award Mechanisms

� Grants
� Numerous grant mechanisms
� R01s, R21s, R03s, K99’s, etc. 
� Investigator initiated (PA) or solicited (RFA)

� Cooperative agreements
� “U” grants, used for complex studies, most clinical trial 

networks
� Substantial NIH staff involvement
� Solicited (RFA)

� Contracts
� N01
� Solicited (RFP, BAA)



U.S. Funding Information & U.S. Funding Information & 
AnnouncementsAnnouncements

� U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

� Grants.gov:  Find and apply for US federal grants

� FedBizOps: Find US federal business contracts

� NIH: Office of Extramural Research (OER)

� NIAID: Research Funding



DHHS DHHS -- Grants.Gov Funding OpportunitiesGrants.Gov Funding Opportunities



Grants.gov WebsiteGrants.gov Website

� Find grant opportunities

� 26 Federal grant-making agencies

� Register

� Allows organization to apply for U.S. grants 

� Apply for grants

� Find electronic submission resources

� Track your application



NIH Grant Information: OERNIH Grant Information: OER



NIH Guide for Grants and ContractsNIH Guide for Grants and Contracts
� Official publication listing NIH funding opportunities and policy 

notices
� Published weekly
� List grants and contracts

� Request for Applications (RFA)
� Program Announcements (PA)
� Request for Proposals (RFP)

� Non-U.S. partners, questions to consider: 
� Does the application/proposal -

� Present special opportunities for furthering research programs? 
� Describe use of unusual talent, resources, populations, or 

environmental conditions? 
� Propose research not readily available in the United States or 

that augments existing U.S. resources as well as your local 
population? 



NIAID: Home PageNIAID: Home Page



NIAID: Funding Info and AnnouncementsNIAID: Funding Info and Announcements



Other Funding SourcesOther Funding Sources



Applying for Grants: eApplying for Grants: e--Submission Submission 



Electronic Submission (eElectronic Submission (e--Submission)Submission)

� Most types of NIH grant applications are 
submitted electronically via Grants.Gov 

� eRA Commons is a web-based system for secure 
information exchange with applicants and 
applicant organizations 
(http://commons.era.nih.gov/)

� Applicants must establish personal eRA Commons 
accounts to track review progress and to retrieve 
scores and summary statements



ee--SubmissionSubmission



Peer Review ProcessPeer Review Process

� Dual Peer Review 
System:

� Initial peer review 

� Scientific review 
group

� Second level of 
review 

� Advisory Council or 
Board



Peer Review: Evaluation CriteriaPeer Review: Evaluation Criteria

� Review of applications based on NIH standard review 
criteria
� Significance
� Approach
� Innovation
� Investigator
� Environment

� Also initiative specific review criteria, when applicable



Peer Review: NIH Scoring System (new)Peer Review: NIH Scoring System (new)



Decision MakingDecision Making

� Funding decisions
� Details documented in each institute’s procedures.

� Review products used in funding decisions
� Impact score and percentile
� Summary statement
� Criterion scores

� Program factors in funding decisions
� Relevance to institute’s mission and priorities 
� Council recommendations 
� New PI 
� Other NIAID identified factors

� Institute final funding decisions based on staff and Advisory 
Council/Board advice



NIAID: Grants Tutorial for Foreign InvestigatorsNIAID: Grants Tutorial for Foreign Investigators



Research ResourcesResearch Resources

� NIAID supports a comprehensive set of research services to 
qualified investigators 
(http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/LabsAndResources/resources/)

� Access requirements: eligibility and application process

� Basic and clinical research services
� Biological materials – specimen repositories, specific reagents 

(e.g. expressed proteins, plasmids, lipids) 

� Research training opportunities – NIH campus

� Protocols

� National Center for Research Resources (NCRR), NIH
� Informatics support, genetic analysis, cell cultures, & more

� More information: http://www.ncrr.nih.gov/scientific_resources/



WebsitesWebsites



Research Funding OpportunitiesResearch Funding Opportunities
� U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

http://www.hhs.gov/grants/

� Grants.gov (grants)
http://www.grants.gov/

� FedBizOps (contracts)
https://www.fbo.gov/

� NIH: Office of Extramural Research (OER)
� http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm

� http://grants.nih.gov/grants/foreign/

� NIAID: Research Funding 
http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/researchfunding/



ee--Submission and Peer Review Submission and Peer Review 

� Electronic submission of grant applications (OER)

http://era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/

� e-Submission: Contact support for International applicants
http://era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/files/international_su
pport.pdf

� e-Submission: Tips for International Applicants
http://era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/files/Tips_for_Internat
ional_Applicants.pdf

� Video of a Peer Review Meeting
http://cms.csr.nih.gov/ResourcesforApplicants/PolicyProce
dureReview+Guidelines/OverviewofPeerReviewProcess/Insi
detheNIHGrantReviewProcessVideo.htm



� NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts
http://grants.nih.gov/grantsguide/index.html

� eRA Commons
http://commons.era.nih.gov/

� Multiple PIs
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/multi_pi/index.htm

� New and Early Stage Investigators
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/new_investigators/index.htm

General NIH Guidance for Applicants General NIH Guidance for Applicants 



� NIAID 

http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/

� NIAID All About Grant Tutorials

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/ncn/grants/default.htm

� NIAID Grants Policy and Management Training for 
Foreign Investigators

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/ncn/grants/int/grantspoli
cy/default.htm

NIAID Specific Guidance for Applicants NIAID Specific Guidance for Applicants 




