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Key messages
• Symmetry
• Communicability
• Pluralism



Anthropology
• Comparative study of human social organization
• Culture = Ethnography
• Frame of analysis shifting from « tribe » to 

« ethnoscapes », communities, organizations, institutions
• A « basic science » of health promotion and community

mobilization



Anthropology and EID
• Historical insights: typanosomiasis, leprosy
• Recent approaches (HIV, TB): political, economic, social 

determinants
• Vaccine refusal and public understandings of science



New insights
• Cultural/Political logics of uncertainty & preparedness

• Classification of pathogens, « emergence »
• Flu pandemics
• Ebola

• Communicability and networks
• Ideas & subjectivities

• « Local », « situated » or « plural » biologies
• Human/animal interface
• Microbiome
• Epigenomics



New challenges
• Global warming
• Social media (social depth of virtual crowds)
• Contemporary warfare (and resulting displacement)
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