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Introduction

I am pleased to open our third working meeting strengthening our relationship.  

Not longer time ago than in October 2008 we signed our Memorandum of Understanding between ISTC and IAEA, which we now extend to cover almost all aspects of ISTC and IAEA activities in the nuclear field.  We have defined our general and specific areas of cooperation in support of non-proliferation, nuclear safety and security, nuclear energy and last but not least – common activities related to the back end of the fuel cycle and in particular - nuclear waste management. This is the consecutive, third working meeting in 7 months. I would like to thank Olli Heinonen and Nikolay Khlebnikov and their staff for their collaboration. 

 I look forward to the results and in particular new projects emerging from our cooperation. 

I would also like to welcome representatives from Rosatom present here today. 

Last but not least I would like to warmly welcome all other Russian experts attending today’s meeting. I noted that many of the ISTC projects performed at key Russian institutes brought us together.  

The International Science and Technology Center
ISTC promotes international scientific cooperation with a non-proliferation component. This makes ISTC a natural partner of IAEA and vice versa. 

Work in the nuclear sector is one of the main priority areas of ISTC. Many projects in this field have been established right from the beginning of the operation of the Center work in compliance with international and national legislation for example in the field of export control. 

ISTC priority areas are:

· To support nonproliferation related work in the area, for example activities related to  nuclear material accounting and control. The control of materials at nuclear facilities poses an important challenge for the non-proliferation policy. Previous meetings with IAEA has well defined our common interests in this area;

· To promote nuclear and radiation safety of operating nuclear power plants; 

· To support novel reactor concepts; 

· To improve nuclear science management, in particular in Responsible Management of Sensitive knowledge;

· To contribute to the development of nuclear fusion; 

· To contribute to the development of nuclear technologies for medicine, such as for cancer diagnosis and treatment.

During the last 15 years about 400 projects in the nuclear sector for more than 130 million USD involving 170 Russian and other institutes have been implemented.

Next steps:

Today’s meetings will discuss possibilities to strengthen mutual cooperation:

- ISTC is ready to launch a coordinated call for project proposals focused on development nuclear instrumentation and technology for national and particularly for international verification;

- ISTC is ready to prepare a priority list of most important nuclear data to be improved in the nearest future through new experiments and evaluations;

· ISTC will encourage and support the project proposals leading to optimal use of existing nuclear experimental base in Russia and in other countries of the CIS for civil knowledge development; 

· ISTC will develop a program of dissemination to IAEA results of the relevant projects;

·  ISTC will continue to support joint seminars and workshops, training and capacity building in the nuclear technology field, including development of joint educational and training courses. Special emphasis in educational/training activities would be on further developing a safety and non-proliferation culture. 

Final 

I am glad that we could meet again today and our mutual cooperation is even stronger based on the new document signed. I am not very grateful on the high level of representation of IAEA at this meeting but also for the presence of the high-ranking officials of Rosatom and of the Russian research community from all over the country. 

I look forward to a fruitful exchange of views. 
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