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Guidelines for Animal Care and Use in ISTC Projects
The pursuit of knowledge that is necessary to advance human and animal health and well being requires in vivo experimentation with a wide variety of animal species.  The ISTC Governing Board recognizes that the living conditions and care of laboratory animals in ISTC projects are subject to agreement between the recipient and Funding Party of each particular project.  They should be specified and stipulated in the Project Agreement.  

Whenever ISTC projects are developed that involve vertebrate animal research, teaching, testing, or experimental procedures, the following guidelines, summarized from the basic documents, accepted in the Parties’ countries, and to be revised as regulations and laws are developed:

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Washington, D.C., 1996;

Animal Welfare Act Regulations, Title 9 Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 1, 2, and 3. USA;

Legislation. Official Journal of European Communities. 1986. Vol.29;

Law Concerning the Protection and Control of Animals (Law #105), October,1, 1973. Japan;

Standards Relating to the Care and Management. Etc. of Experimental Animals (Notification #6), March 27, 1980, Japan;

Animal Use in Space Biology and Medicine,  Russian National Bioethics Committee of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

should be followed (Table 1). Where discrepancies exist between regulations and guidelines of the funding and recipient Parties, the more stringent standards of the Parties involved will apply for the portion of the work conducted in RF and CIS Countries.  Although standards are not required to be identical, they must be comparable, observed to be in effect, and provide a similar end result. The ISTC will maintain a library of these basic documents from Parties countries and shall make these available to all institutes that will include the use of laboratory animals in their projects or activities.

The funding Party and the Institute/Recipient should address these issues for each project to ensure adherence to these guidelines:

The main goals of the Guidelines - to protect  animals,  humans and environment and provide guidance for the ethical use of animals in experiments 

Animals should be purchased only from authorized and registered suppliers. Transportation, care and use of animals will be in accordance with the above Parties Standards, guidelines and legislation.

Procedures involving animals should be designed and performed with due consideration of their relevance to human or animal health, the advancement of knowledge, or the good will of society.  A standing committee to oversee and approve laboratory animal care and use will be established at the ISTC Institutes, if one has not already been established. The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals or the Charter approved by the Russian National Bioethics Committee of the Russian Academy of Sciences entitled, “Animal Use in Space Biology and Medicine” provide examples of such committees.

The animals selected for a procedure should be of an appropriate species and quality and the minimum number required to obtain valid results.  Methods such as mathematical models, computer simulation, and in vitro biological systems should be considered.

Proper use of animals, including the avoidance or minimization of discomfort, distress, and pain when consistent with sound scientific practices, is imperative.  Unless the contrary is established, investigators should consider that procedures that cause pain or distress in human beings may cause pain or distress in other animals.

Procedures with animals that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress should be performed with appropriate sedation, analgesia, or anesthesia.  Surgical or other painful procedures should not be performed on unanesthetized animals paralyzed by chemical agents.

Animals that would otherwise suffer severe or chronic pain or distress that cannot be relieved after the completion of a procedure, should be painlessly killed at the end of the procedure or, if appropriate, during the procedure.

The living conditions of animals should be appropriate for their species and contribute to their health and comfort.  Normally, the housing, feeding, and care of all animals used for biomedical purposes must be directed by a qualified veterinarian or other scientist trained and experienced in the proper care, handling, and use of the species being maintained or studied.

Investigators and other personnel shall be appropriately qualified and experienced for conducting procedures on live animals.  Adequate arrangements shall be made for in-service training, including the proper and humane care and use of laboratory animals, as necessary.

Where exceptions are required in relation to the provisions of these Principles, the decisions should not rest with the investigators directly concerned, but should be made with due regard to Principle II, by an appropriate review group such as an institutional committee governing animal care and use.  Such exceptions should not be made solely for the purposes of teaching or demonstration. 

Table 1:  Principal features in the animal care regulations accepted in USA, EC, Japan chosen for ISTC biotechnological projects
Parameter
USA
EC
Japan
ISTC

Source of information


1.Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Washington, D.C., 1996

2. Draft Governing board resolution

3. Animal Welfare Act
Legislation. Official Journal of European Communities. 1986. Vol.29


Law concerning the protection and control of animals (Law #105, October,1, 1973.

Standards relating to the care and management. Etc. of experimental animals (Notification #6, March 27, 1980

Guiding principles on animal Experimentations in National Institute of Infectious Diseases
Policy on Animal Use and Care for ISTC Projects (Draft to be presented for consideration at the next GB)

Controlling Organization


Institutional Animal care and Use Committee

Doctor of veterinary medicine

At least one practicing scientist

At least one public member to represent general community

Work is free of charge
 User establishment need to be registered with or approved by authority in each:

Administrative responsible for care of animals and functioning of equipment

Sufficient training staff

Veterinary advice and treatment

Veterinary with advisory functions


Animal Protection Council  appointed by Prime Minister

Consist of  no more than 15 persons;

Consists mainly from persons who have specialized academic knowledge regarding animals

Team works for 2 years;

Members work on a part-time basis 
ISTC

Main goal of the regulation


To protect animals
To protect animals


To protect humans and environmental 
To protect  animals,  humans and environment and provide guidelines for the ethical use of animals in experiments

Determined Technical parameters


Space, ventilation temperature,  humidity,  lighting, cages, feeding, water, bedding
Space, temperature,  humidity,  lighting, cages, feeding, water, bedding
N/D
According Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Washington, D.C., 1996

Supply of animals


Vendors of animals should be evaluated for the quality of supplied animals (USDA Class A dealers)
From registered and authorized breeding facilities or lawfully imported


N/D
From authorized and registered suppliers only

Quarantine


Decision is made separately in each case, depends on the quality of received animals
Mice, rats, guinea pigs – 5-15 days

Rabbits, cats, dogs – 20-30 days

Non-human primates – 40-60


N/D
N/D

(since animals should be supplied only from authorized breeding)

Animals


Definite species (mice, rats, hamsters, guinea pigs, rabbits, cats, dogs, monkeys including baboons, apes, pigeons, quails, chickens)
Any live non-human vertebrates excluding fetal or embryonic forms (mice, rats, guinea pigs, golden hamsters,  rabbits, non-human primates, dogs, cars, quails)


Mammals and birds reared or kept at a facility for use in experiments
Definite species (mice, rats, hamsters, guinea pigs, rabbits, cats, dogs, monkeys,  agricultural animals and birds)

Experiment


Any vertebrate animal used in research, teaching, or testing.
Any use of an animal for experimental or other scientific purposes which may cause it pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm, including any course of action intended, or liable, to result in the birth of an animal in any such condition, but excluding the least painful methods accepted in modern practice (i.e. “humane” methods of killing or marking an animal; an experiment starts when an animal is first prepared for use and ends when no further observations are to be made for that experiments; the elimination of pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm by the successful use of anesthesia or analgesia or other methods does not place the use of the animal outside the scope of this definition. Non experimental, agricultural or clinical veterinary practices are excluded


Means use of an animal for educational purpose, experimental research or manufacture of bionics or other scientific applications
Any use of vertebrate animal for research, teaching, or testing, which may cause it pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm, including any course of action intended, or liable, to result in the birth of an animal in any such condition, but excluding the least painful methods accepted in modern practice (i.e. “humane” methods of killing or marking an animal; an experiment starts when an animal is first prepared for use and ends when no further observations are to be made for that experiments; the elimination of pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm by the successful use of anesthesia or analgesia or other methods does not place the use of the animal outside the scope of this definition. Non experimental, agricultural or clinical veterinary practices are excluded

Animal protocols


necessary
N/D


N/D
Incorporated into the Project Agreement by adding certain changes when necessary

N/D – non determined 
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